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great sin." He was something of a scholar and theologian,
much under the influence of the Mullds^ and so careful of his
religious duties and so much attached to the reading of the
Qur*dn as to earn for himself the nick-name of Mulld or
" Parson Husayn1." Though at first a vehement prohibition-
ist, he was later induced by his grandmother, instigated
by wine-loving courtiers and power-seeking eunuchs, to
*tast^the forbidden liquor, which gradually obtained such a
hold on him that "he would not by any means hear the
mention of business, but left it all to the discretions of his
ministers and eunuchs, who governed the kingdom just as
they pleased, and Cook the greater license because they
were very sensible they had nothing to fear from a prince
who was so weak as to refer the very petitions he received
to them without so much as reading them2."

In such a work as this, which is concerned primarily with
Persian literature and only secondarily with Persian history,
and that only in broad outlines, save in the case of periods
which witnessed some definite change in the national out-
look, it is unnecessary to enter into a more detailed account
of the later Safawf period; the more so because several
excellent accounts of the decline and fall of this remarkable
dynasty, and, of the state of Persia at that time, are readily
accessible to the English reader. Of these the following
may be especially commended.

Adam  Olearius,  Secretary to  the   Embassy sent  by

Frederick Duke of Holstein to Russia and Persia, was in

the latter country from November, 1636 until

Best contem,-

porary accounts February, 1638. His Voyages and Travels, ori-
peno . ginaiiy written in Latin, were translated into
French and thence, by John Davies, into English, I have
<i) oiearius used the English version published in 1669.
CA.D. 1636-1638). Olearius, or Oelschlager, to give him his original

1 Krusinski, op. cit^ p. 71,              2 Ibid.> p. 76.